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He {hall drink of the Brook # in the | 


4, frerd/ve Nach, he. lift up the A 
ead. | 
H I S Pſalm is more frequently | 
| . quoted, : and;. calle into_Teſtj- 
A mony,by Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, 


than almoſt any other in the whole Book 
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of Pſalms : Becauſe, it contains, as the 
Contents in ——— alſo: declare, 
&- Prophecy of-.the Kingdom , Prieft- 
hood, Canqueſt, Puſfion, and (in:che lazer 
part of the- Words now read})-of. the Exal- 
tation of. Chrifh. My Text is the loweſt 
Round of his Deſcent; bue thaeby which 
he did 7s to the higheſt of .his Aſcent: 


His dei of the troubled Waters, the 
Waters turned into Blood, like thoſe of 
Egypt; which Godhad erdered te lye in 
his way here on_ Earth, hefore_ be ſhould 
drink of the Waters of Eife- and Glory. 


Bue becauſe Parabolical Divinity, Divi- 


nity that runs in Parables gnd Figures, is 
not ſo 'uſctat for Inſtruction, Tillit be-re- 


duced to more 'ordigary and common 
Speec : The meaning of Chriſt's drink- 


ng of the- Brook" in the way, 1s, conceived 
to be an alluſion to the practice of: ſome- 
great Captain or Conqueror, who having 


Þorn 'the brant of the Day, che Sun and 
-the Duſt;; and/bolding , bis Enemics now. 
In e406, refuſes for) In hisrhirſt and'eager 

perfuir,'ro drink ef any Waters, however 


muddy, 
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muddy , that preſenc themſelves) And 
, I js Figure; of likening Chrift's Paſſion 
- i to the drinking of 4 wg is ſo frequent in 
the Goſpel, and well known, that it 
needs noe be infifted on. The Cup, ſays 
he, which wy Fat hee bath gies wy = 


Now this eo the moſt probable ac- 
counc. of the- Words, they divide them» 
felves into theſe two Ss Pares - The 
Humiliation or Paſſion of Chriſt ; and: 
| the Ifue of it, bis Exalcation. His Hu- 

miliation or Paſſion, is expreſſed in theſe 
words , - Nie \atebink, of the _ in the 
away 34s; Exaltation in_ theſe, Thereftre- 
ſhall: be lift up. the Head, I ſhall refer 
his: Exalcation. to- its: proper Seaſor near 
approaching,” and infiſt only, as the occa- 
hon requires, en his Humiliation, his 
driocking of the Brook \in the. way :: 
in which, pd _ _- OY; Three: 
"Things. ; { bd] 
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. . T. The loathd Neceſſity Chriſt titiders 
went,of drinking of a troubled and muddy 
Brook. 

IT. The Occaſion that put him upon it, 
his cagerneſs in purſuit of the Enemy. 

ITI.” The willingneſs, notwithſtanding, 
of his drinking of i ir, he drank it to quench 
his Thirſt. 


I begin, Firſt, with the loath'4 Neceſſi 
Chri bo a of drinking of 4 troubled 
an _— Brook, 

Our Redemption was the Work of the 
whole Trinity. God the Father was the 
firſt Mover and Contriverof the Myftery, 
who, out of his Goodneſs and Mercy to 
'Mankind, ſtipulated: or covenanted with 
Chriſt,(as 'tis recorded,Eſa. 53.) that when 
he had made'his Soul F'or- Like? an Offering 
for Sin, he ſhould ſee the Travail of his 
- Soul, and ſhould be ſatisfied. God the Sou 
readily and chearfully accepted rhe Con- 
dicions.' 'And God the Holy-Ghoft conti- 
nually afliſted and bore Teſtimony to the 
Work with Signs and Wonders. g 
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Now in Chriſt's part or undertaking, 
there was ſomething grievous to undergo, 
as Pain 3 and fomething that was odious, 
25 Guile ; and in reference to both of theſe 
his Paſſion is called, The taking of a Drink 
or Potion. In reſpect of = Pain he er- 
dured, it-was a BS Potion, a Drink like 
the Waters of Marah, of which, the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael could not drink for their bit- 
terne(s.. - Or rather,like the Waters ſpoken 
of in the Revelations, of which,'tis tain; 
ed,That Men dycd,becauſe of their bitter= 
neſs; for ſuch were the Waters of the 
Brook Chriſt drank, their bitterneſs was 
not only offenſive to- his Taſte, but mortal 
to his Perſon. Bur becauſe the: Alluſion-in 
wy Text points not ſo mueh at the dolo- 
rous part of his Paſſion,as at. the bdious and: 
loathfom part. of it, 'F hal refle&only.on. 
the laſt. ig v (LR: alt i110 

And if we. hers the Sufi: crings: ef: 


tion, We. (hall fd; Fbas? '(way.not; the, Fofre-- 
knowledge that; lus Bbdy..ſhould: be torn 


with h Scourges His Gicted Face ſpit-on; his 
Hands. 


Chriſt for us, according.to: his own eſtima-- 


——_— —_——K. 
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Hands and'Feec rent with the Nails of the 
Croſs, and the like, which made him So 
rowfh! unto Death, butthat he wasreckomwd 
among Tranſgreſlors; nay, reckoned, as 
Sc.iPaut reckoned himſelf, 'The cbrefeft of 
Tranſereſſors 5 more/yet, The only [Trinb 
grelior: For God laid npon ban, is the 
Apoſtle ſays, the Inzquity of #s-all. Saks 
mon,as in other things, judged wiſely,vwhen 
he ſaid, Sim is 4 Reproagh to a Prople: For 
1 affe&s not only with 'Gwle, bat with 
fanominy ; and, as othee Infirmities'm Mean | 
are Miſeries, Sin is a Dilgrace. And yer 
notwithſtanding the Diſgracefulneſs' and 
Odioaſnels of Sin, Chaltwas ddnceur; for 
our ſakes/*-wo own the hateful Taſte of & 
Sinner ; cw he were the Son. of God, tw 
be counted a Son of ' Belid. I brar tn wy 
Boſoni; fays he; as-t>he —_—— ew" 
complain, the Reproach of many People. 
Orher Shai $, ; Bas 2 Men 
Parentage, and che Concameclies of Mmm, 
he bote with'no Repreciab'ris (ail, yele hes! 


ſpifed the Shame. > Bbc chis was-g'Shune;! 
chat he was aftrahied of; lranis Ads 


verſaries 
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yerſaries had: calumniated:him as a Wick- 


ed Daer, he ſhould be ſeen to ſuffer as 
arcal MalefaQor.  Innocence:is ior on- 
ly averle to: Be, bur: tobe! Hbought a 
Ciiminal,. | And for him, tbat-was the Ho- 
ly:0ne of God, whole Stile or Title was 
the Prince iofe Righteouſueſe, and the Righ- 
teonſneſs :vfi the. World: to, be Jook't rigs 
| for: a tirhe by God,: by Adgels, and b 
Men, way by Ei Own ! Self as the Per. 
ſon:in; whom met all the Violenges) the 
Fraud, { the i /Turpitudes, - ther; Profligate 
'Afts: of the whole World, rhis was (di 
potio indeed, a truly hateful and loathſome 
Potion: 2and we ought. more' zenderly,#0 
reſent bieBuffferiogs in this kind, than 
roy ſharpeſt; Inflictions he underwene for 


f o - ${# 4 


it al 7 ig "a & That the alfugijng 


of Gur Sins, indeed fa:inkſome Docs 
to. Chriſt; it follows" tertainly meal, - 


That.: we. ſhould. preſs. bimv to. 4aſleitavo 


oftaex tbatyis needful. The time paſt af aur 


| lier as Pater days, may ſuffird ut fo awe 
 wronght +8 Will of #bt Gentiles; cohen ut 
 walkd an laſcjvionſneſs, luft, exceſs.of mwre, 
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* firſt Council. at Feruſalem, impos'd on the 
Gentiles no Obſervations of the Law, bur 
what were Neceſſary: So let us impoſe on 


Chriſt only things Neceſſary, our Sins that - 


are paſt, and cannot be recall'd, and ſuch 
as will ſometimes ſurprize us, be our Care 
neyer ſo fincere,” and'we ſhall find theſe 
numerous and bad enough ; butler us not, 
after the manner cf: Drunkards, force ſu- 
perfluous Cups on Chriſt, -more out. of 
Riot, than. Reaſon : for theſe his Soul 
will doubly abhor, as well for the 
Cauſeleſneſs, as Sinfulnefs of them. Did 
we weigh Chriſt's antipathy, .even' to the 
teaſt Obliquity, - we could nog obtrude 

n him {uch groſs, enormous, and ſcan+ 
dalous Offences as we do. Says the Pſal- 
miſh, 'The wicked fpeak well of the covetow, 
whom'God:abhorzeth. Covetouſneſs, which 
Men'take for a Wiſe Sin, Chriſt abhors 
the folly ok when 'ris laid'on. him; Luft 
and Pride, which are. their moſt ſplendid 
and. delightful - Sins,” Chriſt -deteſts and 
bluſhes-ac, when they are caſt on him; 
cheir Oaths, their Angers, their Intempe+ 


— 


| andthe like: But as the Apoſtles in the 


rances, | 


emi. 
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fances, are ſo much Puddle or Sink-water, 
this Holy Reliſh. Let us take heed there- 


ſore, we "preſume not. too far upon his 


Patience and Goodneſs, even thoſe drunk+ 
en Debauchees we-mention'd, who de- 
light in nothing but 'Extravagance, and 
who out of a frolick of Mirth and Mad- 
nels will ſometimes drink, not only what's 
exceſſive, bur Noxious ; will not yet make 
ſach their Extravagance their Ordinary 
Beveridge and Diet: And we may aſſure 
our (elves, though Chriſt, in ' execution 
of his Fathers Counſel, was once con- 
tent to taſte of the Mirie Brook in his 
way,' he took no delight in the thing it 
ſelf, he will not- go out of his way ta 
drink of it; but if the noiſume Potion 
be too ofcen obtruded on: him, he will 
turn his Face at laſt from ic, and refuſe it, 
as he: did from the Gall and Vinegar on 
the Croſs : Or elſe naufiating the polluted 
Cup of :Sinners, he will ſay to thoſe thar 
tenderit, ' as the” Angel in the Revelations 
does to'the' Unreclaim'd Sinners there, He 
that 3s Unjuſt, let him be Unjuſt ftill, and 
be that is filthy, let him be ' filthy ſtill, and 
LE B 2 
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that threaten'd' no "own Perſan, till he 


ſo ſeal them up m their Sins to Eternal: 
Deſtruction. * And the in ſtrift ſpeaking, 
Chriſt never bore the: Guile of /Mankind 
otherwiſe, than in bearing the Puniſhment 
of it, to exempt them from it, but not 
ſo, as to become a Guilty Perſon Himſelf: 
And again,the he Finiſh his Sufferings on 
the Crofs, and can fufter no more than 
he has done: Yer as the Apoſtle ſays, Men 
may Grieve the Holy Spiric of Chriſt z. e 
Do things offenſive and( hateful'ro. him; ; 
And thd they cannot affe& hin with any 
Evil, they may pull his Diſpleaſure upon 
themſelves; and therefore” my Admoniti- 
on will not be vain or- improper: | I paſs 
to the-Second particalar” T obſerv'd, The 
Occaſton that Engaged EEE to drinkof 
the Troubl'd Brook, | 
UT 5G 958 
His Eagorneſ in pars of the Enemy. 


As Barak was Airr d' up: boy an Fxtraor- 
dinary and Heroick-Spitiragamſtrhe Hoſt 
of Sifera, and'flacken'd not his'Fxpedi- 
tion for any Incommodity or Danger 


| had 


EY) ICR. NR IENARSSL.EAY ” at. hen. ae. ts. - 
—___—— as 
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had urterly broken the tyrannical Yoke, 


with which ithe Canaauites 1o mightily OP» - 


preſt Iſrael. | So'the Captain of our Salva- 
tion exciced by the ſame Divine Spirir, 
that drove him at firſt into the Wilder- 
neſs to Combat the Great Enemy of 
Mankind, having now broken his mited 


Power, and holding his routed Forces in | 


chace, ſlacken'd not his Purſuit. for any 
Perſonal Incommodiry +or- Danger, but 
computing the Bleſſed Effect of his Con- 
queſt, Jook't upon the Crofs 'as a trium- 
phane Olurive, ax and the Envenomed Wa- 
ers he drank in'the' way, as the whol- 
ſome Streams of a Chriſtal Fountain. 

' The: Enemies with- whom. Chriſt did 
conflict, (were Three. | Sin, Death, and 
the. Devil. Buc as tis (aid 'of the Three 
Teſtimonies thac bear Witnefs on Earth, 
the Spirit, the Water, and the Bloud, 
Theſe three avree- in One: So we may ſay 
of:che Three Enemies with whom Chriſt 
conteſted, they were Three, bur agreed 
mOne; And the'Power of all was broken, 
{1 breaking the Power of One.” Chrit by 
——_ Sing cancelld by the ſame Af 
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the Wages or Puniſhment of it, Death; 
and turn'd the Executioner or Pay-maſter, 
the Devil out of his Office. | Here I ſhall 
therefore conſider Two things. The Qua- 
liry of the Enemies Chriſt deftroy'd. And 
the End or Riddance of them, they are 
deſtroy:d. *7 2601 

1. The Quality of the Enemies, they 
were Spiricual : as Chriſt ſaid, His King- 
dom was not of this World : Sq 'the Ene- 
mies he deſtroy'd were not Temporal 
Enemies. They are not Perſons, but 
Things, which carry with them the great- 
eſt danger. The Prophets indeed, when 
they would make a forcible impreſſion on 
the Minds .of Men. to deter them from 
Sin, put to all their Rhetorick to deſcribe 
Qutward Enemies, and Corporal Deſtru- 
Ctions: As for example, God will bring « 
Nation upon you from far, it is a Mighty Na- 
tion, their Quiver 4s as an open Sepulchre, 
and the Land that was 'as a pleaſant Gat- 
den btfore them, ſhall be where they hawe 
paſt likg a Wilderneſs. And Daniel pur- 
rrais the Monarchs, that ſhould in after- 
£ mes fubjeRt Iſrael, undes the dreadful 
ſhapes 
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ſhapes of Lions, Bears,  Lengninll Cc 
Beaſts, whoſe Nature is to rend and to 
devour. But if we conſider righely, we 
ſhall find, that they are not the Enemies 
of the oreateſt Noiſe, that do the greateſt 
Hurt ; nor of the terribleſt Forms and 
Aſpeds, that work the terribleſt Deſiru- 
Rions. The ſly, ſoit, infiouating Enemy, 
Sin, that ſollicits us with an Angel's Face, 
and theaths its Mortal Scing within irs 
ainted Tayl, that firs at che Table, ard 
had down in the Bed with us, tha min- 
ples it ſelf in» all our Employments, pre- 
tends one while to refreſh our Spirits un- 
der the notion of Pleaſure, another while 
to advance our Fortunes by Honour and 
Riches, and the like, is the moſt facal 
Enemy, and full of Danger of all others. 
Sin is a familiar Miſchief , which while it 
ſooths ns, and propoſes advantages, more 
| certainly confounds us: 'Tis an inviſible 
Evil, which is often hid from our ſelves 
when we commir it, as Fodh's Weapon 
was from Abner; and ſtrikes us, while ic 
kiſſes us; wounds. us to Death, while ir 
fr ien.ly 


-- 


—— 
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friendly embraces us. This ſubril Enemy, 
and invincible by Fleſh and Blood, and 
the Puniſhment 'of it; Death, and the 
Author of it; the Devil, 'Chriſt con- 
quered,and not only fo, but, asI obſerved, 

In the ſecond place; Deſtroyed, and rid 
them out of the way. Sin 'is deſtroyed, 
Death is deſtroyed, Satan is deſtroyed, by 
the Prowels of our Barak, while he was 
here on Earth, he did unto them, as the 
other Barak did unto Siſera, and unto F4- 


bin How was that? He brought: chem 


to utter Deſtru&tion, They periſÞ'd, as”tis 
ſaid, at Endor, and became as'the Dung of 


the Earth,the River Kiſon fwept them away, 


there remained nothing 'of them, but 
what is recorded of their Overthrow in 
Deborah's Epinikion, or Song»of Vidtory. 
So in the like manner,  thereiremains none 
of our Spiritual Enemies, but'an Account 
of what they. had been, in a ſemblable 
Triumphant Song, in which, the Apoſtle 
celebrates Chriſt's Viftory, 0- Death ! 


wheve us thy: Sting? 0 Grawel where is thy 


| Vifory, & ? We'may''fay, Where. is 


Death ? 
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 Death'? Where is Guilt 2; Where 1s the 
Kingdom or Power of Satan ?., They arc 
ſwept away. as by a rapid Torrent, or ler 
x the Dung, of the Earth, pardly by the 
Merie- of Chriſt's Death, 'parely by the 
mighty Efficacy of- his: Grace, 

» Bae,you will ſfay,if this. beſo, That our 
Spiritual Enemies are 'utter|[y»deſtroyed, 
why are we {til warned ang eantioned as 
gainft them ? Why .do we ſo frequently 
here. .inculcated , Let. not Sin reign in your 
mortal Bodies © Refift tbe Devil,and he will 
þ fr fry you &c./ Why are: we ftill frighted 

ty. Names , and / Ghoſts of 
COON I Made to fight with $ha- 
Hwa: things of no Being ? And donot 
ratherientertam 5 the Antinomial Doctrine, 
which ſay ys, There is no Condemnation of 
Balievers Grace Chrift (uffered, no guilt of 
Sm whatever che AT» IIA or che 
Faithful be. 1 

-Tothis,1 anſwer's Chriſt cannot. be "4 

ed to. have deſtroyed onr Spititual'Ene- 

es, [when the: has reducedirhem to: thac 
” that unleſs: weipleaſe:to:recover and 
C IC» 
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reſtore them, they are in all 'reſpeRts de 
ſtroyed:to us; utterly extinct, unleſs we 
ſimply and: wilfully revive them ; unleſs 
we ſay to'their dead Bodies, Live; to theſe 
three rotten Carcafles of our confounded - 
Enemies, Come forth.of your DeſtruQian, 
and reaflyme your former Being and Do- 
minion over us.:. Indeed, in this caſe, as 
St. Paul ſays,” of giving the Law to a 
Stubborn Will, Sin revives, and we dye. 
Chriſt has deſtroyed the Power of our Ad- 
verſaries,but not the Faculties of our Souls; 
their Abilicy to hurt'us, but not our own 
Ability to hurt our ſelves ; he hasrendered 
the powerful Prince of the Airia poor pres 
carious Cheat, that may-deceive thoſe rthad 
are willing to be deceived, butihe cancom- 
pel no man to ſin; he has made the Grave, 
{o dreadful heretofore to. all that-entered 
inco it,a ſafe Dormitory. to the Righteous: 
Bur if we are reſolved and determined to 
give our ſelves up to the Bondage of Sin, 
Death-and Satan, Gad and Chrift' are 'not 
obliged to with-hold: us: from 'it,! 1] ,pro+ 
ceed to my 'third!Particular:/- - 511 rf 
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gs. 7 of; Chriſt's drinking, of 
od. (od Wa, 41:5 


-1-\the-Broo 


..Drinking,implies Thirſt ; and drinking 
of. muddy .and;polluted Waters,implies cx- 
cels.of /Thirſt ;;.and! ſuch was Chriſt's to 
effe&'our Salvation : Says he to his Diſci- 
ples, With deſire I have deſered to eat of this 
Paſſower. with. you. What Paſloyer was 
that 2 'Even his laſt, and not ſo much in 
regard of the Feaſt it ſelf, as that it drew 
on.che Conſummation of our Redemption. 
In another -place, ſays be, bave a Baptiſnr 
to. be baptized with, aud how am I ſtraitned 
till it be accompliſhed? He ſhewed,as I may 
fy, a-Paſlion, to.undergo his Paſlion, TI 
deny nat, that'Chriſt had an Averſion and 
ReluQancy ta. the Cup; of bis Paſſion, 
joyied with' his. Willingneſs to drink it. 
The:Monothelits,a kind of refined Arrians, 
affirmed, Thac Chriſt-had: but one Nature, 
and conſequiently--but ane Will: Bur tho 
he' had two difference Natures and Wilks, 
the one was ever ſubordinate to the other, 

8 2 W2 - the 
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the Human to the Divine ; and however 
| he did abhor- Pain, av» Man, when'ewas 
God's Injunion, he refuſed hotrounder- 
go it, being the Son of Man. 

And 'twas this. Obedience in Chriſt 
which God ſo much. delighted in,” and, 
which he loves no:[tſ6 when he meers:in. 
his Saints and Servants ; when he ſees; that 
whatſoever Natural Debate they may.have 
upon the Injun&tions he-lays on them, yet 
Grace gets the upper hand of. the Fleſh,and 
the laſt Reſolution of their Heart,is, to re- 
ſign their Likings to his; and when. this 
is the Hue of the Contelt,” the foregoing 
Difficaley does nor diminiſh , but adds' to 
the Glory of the Victory, - But then this 
muſt not countenance a Slothfulneſs and 
Backwardneſs to. God's'Service: , For as he 
loves a'chearful Giver of 'Alms;fo:heloves 
alſo a chearful Perfortner of.all other Chri- 
ſtian Duties: And 4f- Men draw- back in 
their Service to' him, 'complain' of every 
Step-towards ity as©paintal 5:of every 
Prayer, as tedious; of every: Command, as 
an Opprefſion; they clearly confeſs, their 
| Ed Obe- 
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Obedience would rather be Diſobedience; 
and that they approve notGod s ways,tho' 
they walk in them ; and with ſuch Sacri- 
fices he is not- well pleaſed. Even the 
Gentiles were perſuaded, That thoſe Beaſts 
that led ro the Altar with ſtruggling and 
reluQtance, were ungrateful to the Gods, 
and unlucky to the Offerers. But we may 
be ſare,when our Duty, as St. Paul ſpeaks, 
i done of neceſſity, and not of a ready mind, 
it is never acceptable to God. When the 
Faithful therefore give their Money to the 
Poor more liberally and chearfully than 
other Men, *tis not that chey are ignorant 
of the 'Power Money has in the World: 
Or when they are'more forward to Jay 
down their Lives for the Goſpel, 'cis not 
again/thar they are inſenſible of Pain, or 
bate-their-own Fleſh, but rhey are content 
to ſacrifice  thole things that are dear to 
them, for thoſe that are yer dearer ; their 
Temporal Concerns , for their' Eternal: 
God has ordered thele Performances tolye 
in their way'to Heaven, and, as our Lord 
ſaid, Fo do his Father's Will, was more 


than 
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than Meat and Drink to him, and Life it. 
ſelf: So it is to them. :, 

[ (hall only draw ſome les from what 
has been ſaid, and conclude. 

And Firſt, let us conſider the Maligna 
and Pernicious Nature of Sin, which ho! rn 
ever eaſily we ſlide into, we have reaſon 
to dread and abhor, that could not be 
purged away, after *twas once committed, 
without the. Concurrent Power, of -the 
Trinity ; the Guilt of it removed by leſs 
means, than the World was created. 

Secondly, let us imitate,  what-in us 
lyes, 'the Goodneſs of the Friniey+in our, 
Redemprion, eſpecially; the Obedience of 
the Son, who is. ſet;;out alſo to us for an 
Example, ſays St..Paxl, Let the ſame Mind 
be in you, which was in Chriſt Teſus; What 
was that ? He becavte Obedjent unto-Death, 
even the Deaih of the (roſs. | And 'tis our 
Duty to make his Obedience in the parti- 
cular of our Salvation, the Patrern of our 
Obedience in all | things. When God 
therefore ſhall cauſe Birter or LUnſavoury 
Waters to glide in our way, we are not 
0 
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to nautiate, or make ſowre Faces, much 
leſs; to turn out of the way to avoid 
them. To ſpeak without a Figure, We 
are not to ſeek Redrels. in any Evil what- 
ſoever that befals us by Unlawtui Means; 


to- forfeit our Innocence, to procure or 


preſerve our Proſperity ; bur meekly,after 
the Exainple of Chrift, co accept of the 
Lot God has appointed us, and to bear ir 
courageouſly. Ar our Baptiſm, we were 


enrolled Chriſt's ' Soldiers, and vowed to ' 


fight manfully. under his Banner, againſt 
bl the World, and the Dewil, and he has 
armed us at: all Points againſt theſe Ene- 
mies with/his Word, and with his Spirit : 
And if' when a Croſs comes in out way, 
when an Adverſity or Tempration betals 
us; we poorly fink: under it, or decline ie 
by a-ſinful Flight, we may: be likened to 
thoſe Cowardly' Champions,. who when 
they are casked and plumed, and bravely. 
mounted:, bright in Arms, and big of 
Limbs, recoyl from. the Dangers the caurſe 
of their Adventures lead them to or more 
ecreantly cloſe with the Adverſaries, they 

| t00K 


__ Ml... 


 -. A Sermon Preach'd the 


we 


cook an Oath to deſtroy. There are two 
ſorts of Streams or Torrents: that break 
forch and flow in the way of Chriſtians 
Perſecutions, and more ordinary-and com. 
mon Affiictions; as loſs of- Friends, Health, 
Goods, - and the like. Now if, 'as Chriſt 
did, we look upon bothi theſe, as Gueſts 
of God's ſending, as Springs of "his open: 
ing, as Storms of his raiſing, afid behave 
our ſelves under them as we ought, he 
will certainly lift up our Heads at the 


laſt. As the Plalmiſt ſays , 'Prometion 


| cometh neither from the Eaft, nor from the 
IWeft : So Aﬀlictions come from no one 
Point of the Compaſs more than from 
another, but from God's gracious Diſpen- 
ſation and Diſpoſal; and if we'are caſt 
down m the time of Adverſity, we faint 
in the very Arms of Providence; deſpond; 


while we are in the Protection 'of the 


Almighty. | 

The third and laſt Uſe, T wiſh we may 
all make from the joynt Concurrence'of 
the whole Trinity, to redeem Mankind 
from Sin and Damnation, is, That every 
| pat- 


# - > 
CA mmm 3m oo ems os m©AA=« aw ew  SIOT.Þ. © 


Sunday. vefore- \Eafter.. 


25 


earticular Perſon — hold himſelf 


| obliged. ta ſer to! his ucrmaſt Power x0 de» 
troy Sin, - firſt 4 ia himſelf, 88d Weecytinds 
others, ! ,;;; 

In. a Common; Fire, # "a run forth to 
ench ; itz, and, the Law ſays, Upon a 
uddain. Tovaſion,' Ommnis hams Miles, eve- 


i Man is a Soldier and ' an Officer that . 


can oppoſe it, the Publick- Danger gives 
them Commilli 108. - And when Sin ovyer- 
rans and ;harafles a'Land, not only-the 
MagiRrate an d Preacher, but every good 
Chriſtian, ; Tight, by Word: and Exam- 
ple; to reſtrain. the Contagion: to, bis 
power... The Prophet ;[/et4þ. ſays of his 
Times, - The Raghteows Periſh, wnd no Man 
lyeth/ it to heart,, That was utterly a 
fault, that the Righteous ſhould be raken 


away, and there: {liould be.:no-; Miſs: of 


them , no: Reflejons made on their 
Loſs: Bur it is no leſs blameable, where 
it. may be. ſaid, The Wicked periſh, and 
wv, Man. layeth' it 40; beart, no-Man: has 
Remorſe, that ſo tany'Souls, for whoſe 
Slyation Heaven has ſhewed ſo great 
D So- 
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Solicitude, ſhould be eternally loft :/ The 
Primirive Chriſtians had'the: Hotiour to 
deftroy Gehtiliſnl;/#tid to pline'the'Gok 
pel at the E _ their Lives; afif 
we, their Poſterity, * muſt 'not' think it 
enough to . enjoy the Fruir- of ' their L- 
bours and-Sufferings; ke worthleſs Heits, 
that 'take /Poſſefſion!"of 2the Induſtrioiis 
Gettings of -their Anceſtors, and! think 
nothing is required of them; 'bnt- to 'eni- 
bezzle rhem. As iNoble a'Fask' attends 
us , as did them3whih- is; to preſerve 
what they Planted j*to keep God's 'Vine- 
yard, the Church, from Thorns and 'Bry- 
ars, corrupt'DoEttin' and evil Mannets; 
a wicked Profeffion-wf \Chriſtiatiry :beidg 
more Odious to:Gol,, chan blind Tdolatry; 
neither has it- been found” a' leſs difficale 
and dangerous 'Undertaking in'all Ties 
to:'Reform- Sinners; 'than to Convett'In- 
kdels, , +0519 55 Fl \ 
In the. great Revolution in this King- 
dom 1660, when\the Chiivch+ atid "Mo- 
 natchy- were reſtored, 'and'all. things tt- 
eftabiiſhed-upon the ancient Foundations; 
: s when 
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when the Wronged received Right ; and 
the, Noers of Wrong, Mercy ;- when the 
Bounty of; Heaven! was: poured qut in 
ovexflowing;Meaſures oh us,” atidiche Joy 
of the Land1iwas/great',” our Work was 
not yer ,done-/ But. our Proſperity, in a 


very) ſhoct cimez:'was again darkened /by 


Judgmerits as: Extradfdinary and: Amaze- 
Ing, as had/been 6ur Bleſſings, 'wis. by a' 
deplorable;Mortalicy in the Royal Family, 
by 'a,War,: a Peſtilence, a Fire; all Pro- 
digious; imitheif! kinds, as well as Pttniſh-" 
ments ;;:the Emulous' Love between the' 
Prince .and-. People vaniſhed , 'Inteſtine 
Diſcontents.'.were'a-new fomented', no 
Six: Moaths paſſed; bur' ſomething Faral* 
threatened , and ' the Kingdom reeleq, 
and the Throne tottered, : till in one'and 
the ſame Age:we ſaw it a fecond Time 
fall... And why was this ? Becauſe Re- 
formation of 'Life : was not added to the 
Reformation of Secular Afﬀairs ; the Pra- 
tice of Religion joyned to the true Pro- 


{eflion of | it.; God's Mercies acknow- 


[edged and celebrated, as well as enjoyed: 
D 2 Nay, 
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Nay, Atheiſm was countenanced, -thingy 
Sacred made a Feſt, Innocence © look. 
ed upon - as: the Lavery! of | Fools, 
W horedom, and Riot: were/leen in Fxat. 
cation;.and the like. - And it! 1s' no 'won- 
der, after ſuch'high Irreligion'and-Inpra- 
titude to:God, that wehave beheld: ſuch 
ſudden/and:;ſtrange Mutationsin the'State;. 
the Wonder only is, That we are not 
Extirpated; that while we have nor ak 
lawed GoJ to have a Beipg; that he has 
allowed us [fti}} ro bei. a! People and Na- 
tion. But the- greateſt 'Aſtoniſhment of 
all, is, The Puniſhment, we bave ſuffered, 
35.4 Mercy ,the Fudgment fallen upon w, 
a Preſerwation:;and. Deliverance! And'this- 
Riddle of: the Divine': Goodneſs imakes 
our Condition unintelligible and doubt- 
ful ro our ſelves: When the Lord'turned 
the Captivity 'of. Sion , lays the Pſalmiſt, 
then were we like to thoſe that Dream; 
j. e. When Gyrus ſent out his Decree, 
That the 1/-a#/ires ſhould return, and re- 
build their Cuy and Temple, their Feli- 
cy was ſo uacxpected and amazing, that 

they 
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they knew not whether it were Real, or 
a Deluſion. And fo ſurprizing and un- 
hoped-for was our Jate Deliverance from 
the Inextricable : Difticelties and: Miſeries 
we lay under, that ſome doubt, whether 
they are: Redeemed, or under a Tem 

tation z Whether' God has heard their 
Prayers,” and reſcued. them from the Ty- 
ranny of Popery, or only -tryes their 
Loyalty. I dare prononnce nothing on 
this Occaſion ; but give me leave to wiſh, 
That thoſe, who , out of Sincerity and 


Integrity,ſc:uple what their Duty is, would ' 


alſo conſider, What it is to Conceive amiſs 
of ſq ., wanderful a Diſpenſation of Di- 
vine Providence , . and| the weighty Ill 
Conſequences that attend ir. And that 
thoſe again on the other fide, who with a 
full Perſuaſion ſer themſelves to do the Bu- 
ſineſs of-the Nation,would make the Glory 
of God their higheſt Aim. And this being 
done, there is na Queſtion, but in a very 
ſhort time: God himfelt will interpret the 
Great VYork, he has wrought among 


us, 
Bur, 
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But, as I ſaid, the Reſtoration, in the 
Year 1660; did not Amend the Lives. of: 
Men, nor conſequently ſecure the Peace' 
and Felicity of the Nation : So the ſhutting: 
the Door, in this ConjunEture, againſt Pos 
pery, - will as little avail us, if it be lefe 
open to Atheiſm ; nor the Solicitous Provi. 
ſions, made againſt Arbitrary Government, 
profit us, if Wickedneſs be ſuffered to 
Reign. The Anabaptiſtical Dodtrine,. 
That Dominion is founded im Grace, as that' 
Se& underſtands it, 15 *Execrable ; but 
that no Dominion, no Property, is firm 
and ſtable, that is not founded in Grace, 
i. e. ſupported by Righteouſneſs, is a Pious 
and Orthodox Perſuaſion; The ſpread of 
Vice is of large Extent inthe Land, from 
the Noble to them that Trade. But as 
Cod of his Goodneſs has reſcued' us by an 
Heroick Arm from Perfecution and Op- 
preſſion ; ſo he has given us a Double 
Example of Eminent Piety and Virtue to 
reclaim us from Vice: And if we ſhew, 
tho' we were prone to follow that which 


was Evil when 'twas in Faſhion, we are 


not 
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not ſo inclinable to imitate Virtue ; the 
Commandments of God are not to be left 
precarjous, to be done. or not done, as 
Men pleaſe ; but to be bound upon them 
by ſevere Laws and Penalties. - And if 
Sin has taken ſo os and deep Root, that 


'tis not to be d up without great 
Difficulty and Trouble, yet our Rulers, 
after rs, Example of Chriſt, muſt ſtoop 
and drink of theſe Troubled Waters, as 
the Means, both to lift up the Head of the 
Nation, and their own Heads to Glory 
and Immortality. 


To God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, 8c. 


